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A HUMBLE EXAMPLE…
This weekend the church celebrates the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We
see in Saint Mark’s very brief gospel the story of Jesus being baptized in the
Jordan River by His cousin, John. Jesus is both human and divine. Because of
His divine nature, He had no need of baptism. Because Jesus was like us
(human) in all things but sin, He willingly submitted to baptism as an example
for the rest of us. As Jesus has done, so we must do. A good prayer for us to
pray throughout this new year is for the grace to be both humble and holy as
our Lord was.

9 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m.-Noon
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH…
Day by day, we get closer to having lived with the Covid-19 virus for one year.
Due to the virus, our lives have been affected in almost every way, especially
financially. Owing to that “financial hit”, I would like to thank all parishioners
from our parish cluster for their continued faithful financial support of our
three parishes. I do not take lightly the sacrifices that so many of you are
making to help support the church during these difficult months. Thank you
very much...and God bless you for your generosity!

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Nico Doom
Phone: 425-2369 ext. #1
Cell: 507-227-8239
Bookkeeper
Cheryl Thiner
507-425-2369 Ext #2
stgabrielbkkpr@gmail.com
Maintenance
Vacant until spring

PRAYER CHAIN
JoAnne McCormick:
507-425-2568
Betty Czepa
507-425-2566

YOUR HELP = LESS POSTAGE PAID…
In line with what was said above, thank you very much for picking up your
2021 church contribution envelopes from the tables in church. If you see the
box belonging to your neighbor, please pick up their box and offer to drop it
off to them. The more boxes that are picked up, the fewer boxes we have to
send out through the post office.

MASS INTENTIONS - January 2021
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sun

12
13
14
15
16
17
17

Maple Lawn Nursing Home
St. Anthony
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
St. Anthony

Private Mass
8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Sun. Jan 17
Reader/Comm:
Euch Min:

Mary Appel

Min of Hosp:

Harlan Boom, Bill Fuerstenberg,

Sacristan:

Variable

Money Counter

8:30 a.m.
Mike Vortherms

Jason Appel,

2021 Contribution
envelopes are located at
the back of church. Please
pick yours up . Thank you!

†
†
†
†
†

Bill & Joan Sauer
Rodney Maguire
Gene Dold
Darlene Lutter
Teri Luft
Parishioners
† Eunice Bauman

Our beautiful church needs your
help to keep her clean. These
duties include vacuuming,
cleaning pews, the hall,
bathrooms, ETC. If this works for
you please sign up in the back of
church on the Church clean up
sheet. Thank you for prayerfully
considering helping out in this
labor of Love.

NEEDED: Ever wonder what you could do to help
have a more meaningful experience during Mass?
Please prayerfully consider helping with Reading/
Commentating ministry, Eucharistic ministry, or
Ministry of Hospitality. Email stgab2369@gmail.com
or call 507-425-2369 to help fulfill these ministries
today. Thank you.

Altar Society Schedule:
January 2021-March 19, 2021

January
Donna Lenards
Shannon Bakke

Jan 9-15
Jan 16-22
Mike and Marge V. Jan 23-29
Lenore Wendorff Jan 30- Feb 5

February
Margaret Goedtke Feb 6- 12
Feb 13-19
Lisa Opdahl
Feb 20- Mar 5
Elaine Kirsch

507-425-2120
507-329-4263
507-360-7144
507-360-7667
507-425-2031

Please join us for Youth Transition Workshops – a 4
507-360-0066
course series to help students with disabilities and their
507-425-2457
guardians plan for life after high school.
March
The first class is Tuesday, February 2nd at 6:30pm via
Edie Troje
Mar 6-12
507-360-4236
Zoom.
Tammy Ahlers
Mar 13-19
507-360-3954
This course is designed for students ages 13+ and their
parents/guardians. We will discuss what steps to take each year as your student gets closer to graduation,
opportunities for life after high school, and how and where to find resources that may be helpful to them.
Youth Transition Manuals and checklists as well as other materials will be delivered via email or post mail, and
pre-registration is required.
Please call 507.532.2221 Ext 101 or email shanda@swcil.com to register by January 28th.

St. Gabriel Catholic Church

FAITH FORMATION
Who is St. Joseph?
… and why did Pope Francis declare this
the “Year of St. Joseph” for The Church?
St. Joseph is the quiet protector of Jesus and Mary.
He was specially chosen by God for this role. He
trusted God completely, and spent his life serving
and honoring his family. He is sometimes called
“The greatest man who never spoke a word,” as
there is no documentation in Scripture about his
words … Only his faithful actions. How can we
emulate St. Joseph? How can St. Joseph intercede
for each of us and our families? Call upon him
In 2021, asking for his
prayers on behalf of your
family. Who else is closer to
Jesus and Mary, than this
quiet, humble carpenter?
Are you interested in doing a
book study on St. Joseph?
Contact Peg for information.

Welcome 2021!
Formal Announcement of Easter
& the moveable Feasts of The Church
The customs of our Church, and her ‘Seasons’ move in a
beautiful and reassuring rhythm. On the Epiphany (last
Sunday), in keeping with an ancient practice of The Church,
following the singing of the Gospel, a formal announcement
of “the moveable feasts of the current year” use to be
declared from the pulpit. What follows is the proclamation
for 2021:
Know dear brothers and sisters, that, as we have rejoiced
at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, so by leave of
God’s mercy we announce to you also the joy of his
Resurrection, who is our Savior.
On the 17th day of February will fall Ash Wednesday, and the
beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten season.
On the 4th day of April you will celebrate with joy Easter Day,
the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the 14th day of May will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus
Christ into Heaven.
On the 23rd day of May, we will celebrate the feast of Pentecost.

Sacramental Preparation
CONFIRMATION – Our next meeting will be
Wed., January 20 at 7 p.m. in Fulda. This
meeting will be for the students and your
SPONSOR. Candidates, of you are having
trouble picking a Sponsor, please give Peg a call
ASAP! St. Gabriel Parishioners, please keep the
following students in your prayers as they
prepare for this important Sacrament of
Initiation:
ETHAN GILMAN, NOAH PEREZ & BRIANNA SIEVE

FIRST COMMUNION Parents of 2nd graders: Mark your calendars for
Saturday, Feb. 20 at 9 a.m. Our First
Communion planning meeting will take place for
those students/parents hoping to prepare for the
Sacrament of First Communion that will take
place shortly after Easter this spring.
The Sacraments are a special sign of God’s Grace
that give us a tangible way to know and
experience God’s love face to face here on Earth.
Take that first step in helping your child to
experience and know God’s love through the
Sacraments! Contact Peg at (507)329-6386

On the 6th day of June, the feast of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of Christ.
On the 28th day of November, the First Sunday of the Advent of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is honor and glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

Want the Perfect New year’s
Resolution?
Check out ‘The Bible in a Year’ with Fr. Mike

Catholics are often (quite fairly sometimes) accused of not
knowing The Bible. We may have one (or two even) sitting on
the shelf at home; but how often do we open it up and use it?
Being Catholic means embracing the deep truth, and
combination of both Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture.
Make 2021 a year of study and learning. Don’t be afraid to dig
into the Bible and learn of the amazing promises God has for us
through His Word. A great new resource from Ascension Press
has just come out …
The Bible in a Year Podcast from Fr. Mike Schmitz and
Ascension Press. You can download the podcast on your phone,
or access it from your computer by going to Ascensionpress.com
(and clicking on “podcasts”.
Fr. Mike will take you on a journey through Scripture in the
coming year. If you’d always wanted to familiarize yourself
more with The Bible, now is the perfect opportunity. Each
podcast is about 20 minutes in length; perfect to listen to with
your morning cup of coffee or on your morning commute.

Saint Hilary of Poitiers’ Story
This staunch defender of the divinity of Christ was a gentle and courteous man, devoted to writing some of the
greatest theology on the Trinity, and was like his Master in being labeled a “disturber of the peace.” In a very
troubled period in the Church, his holiness was lived out in both scholarship and controversy. He was bishop of
Poitiers in France. Raised a pagan, he was converted to Christianity when he met his God of nature in the
Scriptures. His wife was still living when he was chosen, against his will, to be the bishop of Poitiers in France. He
was soon taken up with battling what became the scourge of the fourth century, Arianism, which denied the divinity
of Christ. The heresy spread rapidly. Saint Jerome said “The world groaned and marveled to find that it was Arian.”
When Emperor Constantius ordered all the bishops of the West to sign a
condemnation of Athanasius, the great defender of the faith in the East, Hilary
refused and was banished from France to far off Phrygia. Eventually he was called
the “Athanasius of the West.” While writing in exile, he was invited by some semiArians (hoping for reconciliation) to a council the emperor called to counteract the
Council of Nicea. But Hilary predictably defended the Church, and when he sought
public debate with the heretical bishop who had exiled him, the Arians, dreading
the meeting and its outcome, pleaded with the emperor to send this troublemaker
back home. Hilary was welcomed by his people.

Lenten Inspiration for Families.

When: Jan 21, 2021 10:00 AM. The three Lenten
practices – prayer, penance, and almsgiving – offer a particular way of being lived out within
the home. This is especially true as we navigate these challenging times. Join us for a webinar
on ideas for families that mesh with the fabric of their lives during the six weeks of Lent.
Suggestions for resources, online inspiration, and ways of connecting home and parish will be
offered. Please register for Lenten retreat on Jan 21, 2021 10:00 AM CST at:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7377759717593156366
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar. Even if you are unable to attend this date and time, please sign-up, a recording
of the presentation will be sent to all who register.

Communion for the
Homebound
If you’d like Communion brought to you during
these days of quarantines and COVID, contact the
parish office at (507)425-2369.

Looking for a smooth and flavorful
coffee. We have you covered. Get your
Guatemala ground Coffee or beans here in
the St. Gabriel office or at Maynard's.

What we fill our minds & hearts with matters ….
Check out Relevant Radio online at relevantradio.com There are many fantastic programs/speakers
that will help to deepen your love and knowledge about what we really believe as Catholics. In this
day and age, it’s vitally important to know the true teachings of The Church and why we are called
to believe what we believe!

Make a resolution to learn more about
Catholic Social Teachings in the New Year!
Catholic Charities of Southern Minnesota will be offering two new study opportunities on Zoom in 2021. Life
and Dignity of the Human Person (7 sessions) will be on Mondays, beginning Jan. 11 th, at 7:00 pm. We will
also offer a chance to study together the US Catholic Bishop’s pastoral letter against racism, Open Wide Our
Hearts, on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm, beginning January 12 th. All materials are available free. If you would like
more information or to register, email Lisa Kremer at lkremer@ccsomn.org or call her at 507-360-3423.

