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Blessing Before we Go
Students and chaperones gather in for a 
special blessing from Msgr. Paul before 
departing for our pilgrimage on Wed., Jan. 
16. Back row, from left: Andrea Fuerstenberg, 
Vanessa Vega, Carlos Meza, Tina Henson, 
Msgr. Paul, Jazmine Vega, Mari, Jon & Peg 
Olsem, Jose Luis Monteo, Owen Olsem, Petra 
Jimenez & Melissa Olsem. Front row: Kelsey 
Fuerstenberg & Brittany Laid.



The Bus
Many, MANY hours were spent on the bus. 
The trip out to D.C. took about 19 hours ... 
The trip home took much longer, as our 
caravan of 5 buses traveled southward to 
avoid major snow and ice in the 
Pennsylvanie/Ohio region. This added about 
eight more hours to an already long trip; but 
the kids were patient, and the bus drivers 
amazing. Prayers from our St. Gabriel faith 
community for our safe return were 
definitely heard! Thank you



Capital At Night



Life is Good Rally!
Before the March of Friday morning we 
attended a "Life is Very Good" Rally that 
included fantastic speakers/music & Mass 
with over 6,000 Catholic youth at the Eagle 
Bank Arena in D.C. 



Shoes
The weather during the March hovered just 
above freezing and the sun came out as the 
March began. Our shoes took the brunt of 
the muddy lawn on the DC Mall as we 
listened to speakers and then progressed 
(slowly) to where the March began ... More 
than one Marcher commented that they 
now understood what cattle felt like in 
muddle feedlots!



Before we March
Our group gathered at the National Mall 
prior to The March to listen to prolife 
speakers. We heard Vice President Mike 
Pence and his wife Karen speak, along with 
conservative commentator Ben Shapiro and 
former Planned Parenthood director turned 
pro-life advocate Abby Johnson along with 
multiple politicians. The signs the students 
are holding were made by last year's 
Confirmation Class and were to be used at 
last year's March for Life in the Twin Cities 
(we were snowed out!) -- Very thankful to be 
able to use these signs for the National 
March for Life!



Our Signs
We left our handmade signs at the Supreme 
Court building following the March; in part 
because we didn't want to lug them all 
around town as we toured; but it also 
seemed the perfect place to make a final 
statement law makers in our country to pass 
laws that protect the unborn



PP Clinic Prayer
Students gathered in prayer Saturday 
morning in front of a D.C. Planned 
Parenthood clinic. Priests were on 
hand to lead a Rosary; help lead in 
song and offer a blessing over the 
clinic.



AFTER THE MARCH

• Friday afternoon, following the March, the group had a big day of site 
seeing and touring in D.C. We visited the sobering Holocaust 
Museum; walked by the Washington Monument on our way towards 
the reflecting pond/Korean War Memorial and ended our tour of the 
Mall at the Lincoln Memorial, where this photo was taken as evening 
set in.



Lincoln Memorial



JPII Group



For more pictures & videos from the National March 

for Life, please visit our parish facebook page: St. 

Gabriel Catholic Church


