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Rev. Msgr. R. Paul Heiting
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Administrative Assistant:
Nico Doom
Cell: 507-227-8239
Bookkeeper:
Sue Post
Cell: 651-341-6659
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Doug Daniels
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

To Schedule A Baptism or
Wedding please contact
Msgr. Heiting 507-458-5702
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 9a.m.-3p.m
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Prayer Chain
JoAnne McCormick 507-425-2568
Betty Czepa

507-425-2566

DUAL CITIZENSHIP?
In Saint Matthew’s gospel for the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we see
Jesus tell the Pharisees: “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and
to God what belongs to God.” Notice that the gospel tells us that Jesus
said this to the Pharisees only because of their malice and their desire
to entrap Him in some way. While it is true that there is separation between “church and state”, our allegiance is always first and foremost to
God. Everything else flows from that.
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY-CONFIRMED!
This weekend, Bishop Quinn will confirm two young people from St.
Gabriel Parish, Fulda, and eight young people from Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish in Currie. Congratulations to these young men and
women as they make the Catholic faith their own. May the Holy Spirit
always be in their minds and hearts!
THE PROCESS OF BECOMING CATHOLIC…
If you have a non-Catholic spouse, relative, or friend who might be interested in becoming Catholic, our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults) program will be starting soon. The program for 2017-2018
starts in the fall and concludes at the Easter Vigil Mass. Anyone who
might be interested in becoming Catholic please contact me (507-4585702) or the Directors of our RCIA program, Pat and Shelly Merrick
(507-274-65760), by the end of this month as registration for the class
will close at that time.
PRESBYTERAL DAYS GATHERING…
Each year, Bishop Quinn calls all active priests together for our annual
Presbyteral Days Gathering in Iowa. I will be gone from Monday, October 23-Wednesday, October 25; no Masses will be celebrated on those
days. This year our conference topic is on how to give effective homilies. Pray that I take good notes!
PARISH CLUSTER WISHES…
Congratulations, once again, to our newly-confirmed young people
from our parish cluster! Congratulations to Ethan Jarred Hilgemann and
Brittany Lynn Hanson who were united in the Sacrament of Marriage at
IHM Parish in Currie on October 14, 2017. Congratulations to Austin
Lee Quade and Kassandra Mary (Jarmer) Quade on the baptism of their
son, Sawyer Lee, at IHM Parish in Currie on October 14, 2017. Our
sympathy and prayers to the family of St. Gabriel parishioner Fred
Zemler who was buried from the parish on October 20, 2017. May his

soul rest in peace.
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Liturgical Duties November 2017
Wed. Nov 1 ALL SAINTS

8:30 a.m.

Altar Server:
Reader:
The liturgical duties will be decided the
morning of The Mass.

Comm:
Euch Min:
Min of Hosp:

Sun. Nov 5

8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

5th & 6th Grade release classes

Reader:

5th & 6th Grade release classes

Comm:

5th & 6th Grade release classes

Euch Min:
Min of Hosp:

Sun. Nov 12

Mass of Remembrance

Altar Server:

Joanne Bartosh, Ray Bartosh, Randy Kremer
5th & 6th Grade release classes

Sun. Nov 19

8:30 a.m.

Altar Server:

Noah Salentiny, Dylan Kramer

Altar Server:

Mariel Olsem, Irish Hollahan

Reader:

Heidi Drealan

Reader:

Genell Hollahan

Comm:

Mary Lubben

Comm:

Terry Crowley

Euch Min:

Sue (J) Zins, Tiffany Sanow, Roger Zins

Euch Min:

Margaret Popp, Fran Busch, Suzy (M) Zins

Min of Hosp:

Jody & Kathy Steiner, Mark Voss, Harlan
Boom

Min of Hosp:

Craig Ahlers, Dave Thiner, Roger & Karyn
Zins

Sun. Nov 26

8:30 a.m.

Altar Server:

Jon Olsem, Tony Perez

Reader:
Comm:

Lisa Kremer
Randy Holinka

Euch Min:

Ken Salentiny, Barry Holinka, Don Olsem

Min of Hosp:

Tim Runkle, Sue (J) Zins, Glen & Sheila
Crowley

PLEASE BE AT THE CHURCH 15 MINUTES
EARLY IF YOU’RE SCHEDULED FOR A MINISTRY.
PLEASE FIND YOUR OWN REPLACEMENT IF
YOU CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN THE MINISTRY.
If there are any questions about the liturgical
Schedule Please contact Nico Doom at the St. Gabriel office.

Just a friendly reminder…..Eucharistic Ministers please remember to approach the Altar after the sign of
Peace is completed and before the ‘Lamb of God’ has begun.

From: Saint Of The Day Catholic.org St. Margaret of Scotland
St. Margaret of Scotland, or Margaret of Wessex, was an English princess born in HunFeastday: November 16
gary to Princess
Patron of Scotland
Agatha of Hungary
Birth: 1045
and English Prince
Death: 1093
Edward the Exile
Canonized By: 1250 by Pope Innocent IV
around 1045. Her
siblings, Cristina
and Edgar the Atheling were also born in Hungary around this time.
Margaret and her family returned to England when she was 10-years-old
and her father was called back as a potential successor to the throne.
However, Edward died immediately after the family arrived, but Margaret and Edgar continued to reside at the English court. Margaret's family
fled from William the Conqueror after his victory at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. Her widowed mother set out to take her children north to
Northumbria. Tradition says, Agatha decided to leave Northumbria and
return to the continent, but her family's ship got caught in a storm. The
storm drove their ship even more north to Scotland, where they were
shipwrecked in 1068. The spot they landed on is now known as "St.

Margaret's Hope." Malcolm Canmore III, the king of Scotland, welcomed Margaret and her family and put them under his protection. He
soon fell deeply in love with the beautiful and kind princess. Margaret
and Malcolm became married in 1070 at the castle of Dunfermline.
Together, they had eight children, six sons and two daughters.
All of whom were raised with
deep Catholic Christian faith.
They lived as a holy family, a
domestic church. Margaret's kind
-nature and good heart was a
strong influence on Malcolm's
reign. She softened his temper
and helped him become a virtuous King of Scotland. Together
they prayed, fed the hungry, and
offered a powerful example of
living faith in action. Margaret
Continued on page 5
was placed in charge of all domestic
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November 2017
Schedule of Mass Times and Mass Intentions for the Tri-parish Cluster of
Westbrook, St. Anthony; Fulda, St. Gabriel; and Currie, Immaculate Heart of Mary
Day
Date
Wed
1
Wed
1
Thurs
2
Fri
3

Parish
St. Gabriel
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel

Time
8:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

Sat
Sun
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs

Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
St. Anthony

5:30 p.m. † Kathleen Sweetman
8:30 a.m. † John Hanten
10:30 a.m.
Parishioners

Maple Lawn Nursing Home
St. Anthony
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
St. Anthony

10.00 a.m.

Prayer Service
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
5:30 p.m.
Parishioners
8:30 a.m. † Gary Holden
10:30 a.m. † Loretta Heutnick

Maple Lawn Nursing Home
St. Anthony
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
St. Anthony

10.00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

† Janine Paulzine
† Brenda Schoborg
Int of Catholic Daughters
† Carol Voss
Parishioners
Int of Shirley & Ed Lewis Anniversary and Troy Lewis
† Loretta Heutnick

Maple Lawn Nursing Home
St. Anthony
St. Gabriel
St. Gabriel
Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Gabriel
St. Anthony

10.00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

† Gene Winter
† Catherine Weis
† Hank Lenards
No Mass
† Vince Schreier
Parishioners
† Judy Johnson

Maple Lawn Nursing Home
St. Anthony
Immaculate Heart of Mary

10.00 a.m. † Dorothy Gilbertson
8:30 a.m. † Maurice Louwagie
8:30 a.m. † Louise Gervais

4
5
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
26
27
28
29
30

† Intention
† Bill Kunerth
† Arlene Ebbinga
No Mass
† Gen Mocol

If there are any questions about Mass intentions please
Contact Nico Doom at the St. Gabriel office.
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USCCB Answers these Questions:

St. Gabriel’s Financial
Sunday 10-15-17 wk #16
Member /Envelope/checks
$
plate offertory
$
TOTAL $

The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation:
Forgiveness in Four Easy Steps

In every relationship, there comes a time when something goes
wrong and one person or one group hurts or offends the other,
and the relationship is damaged. Whether it is a personal relationship between family members or friends or a more structured relationship between an individual and a group or organization, some
process of healing or repair is required to restore the relationship.
Sometimes it takes as little as an apology—"I'm sorry"—but in
some cases, a more significant act or gesture to demonstrate
Harvest Festival: Net income
$
10,144.40
good will or an attempt to make up for the harmful action is reMeals/tkts: net $5,633.40
quired.
Silent Auction: $4,445.00
games: $66.00
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation (as it is called in
the Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC]) is one of the means
by which our relationship with Jesus Christ and the Church is
General fund income
healed, restored, and ultimately strengthened. The sacrament is
known by several names: the liturgical book that contains the rite
new year to date $
49,137.72
is called the Rite of Penance, but it is commonly referred to as
needed wkly per unrestricted
"confession," "Penance," or "Reconciliation." Those different
names focus attention on the various elements of the sacrament:
budget $
2,902.25
confessing sin, doing penance, reconciling the sinner. Some of
target per new budget $
46,436.00
those elements require the work and effort of the penitent (the one
but the principal act of forgiving and reconciling beExcess per budget $ 2,701.72 confessing),
longs to God alone. There are four primary actions in the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, all of which contribute in
some way to the healing that takes place: confession of sin; exCMA 2017 as of 10-18-17
pression of contrition or sorrow for sin; doing penance ("satisfaction"), which expresses a desire to avoid
Goal $
12,550.00
sin; and absolution from sin. Essentially there are two
Pledged and received $
6,155.00
"movements" in the sacrament: our movement toward God and
God's toward us.
* shortage of goal $
6,395.00
# of donors
34 Jesus' encounter with Zacchaeus (see Lk 19:1-10) demonstrates
the twofold movement at work in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
It takes both parties' willingness to reconcile in order to bring about
$ received $
6,155.00
healing, and when the Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated,
the sinner makes a move toward Jesus Christ, and the Lord himDiocese of Winona Child Sexual Abuse Policy Infor- self makes a move to welcome, embrace, and forgive the sinner.
Zacchaeus knew who he was: "a tax collector and a wealthy man."
mation The Diocese of Winona will provide a
Tax collectors made their money by taking their own cut of the
prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to taxes they collected, so they were particularly despised, because
their work was often motivated by personal gain. Zacchaeus must
reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan
have been good at what he did, because St. Luke tells us he was
agent (employees, volunteers, vendors, religious or
a wealthy man. Zacchaeus climbed the tree, because, as St. Luke
tells us, he wanted "to see Jesus." In doing so, he knew that Jesus
clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of an allewould see him, too, and in that way he takes a step forward. Jesus
gation of sexual abuse should call the Victim Assisthen enters into Zacchaeus's life, and the process of healing and
tance Coordinator at 507‐454‐2270, Extension 255. A conversion is made manifest in Zacchaeus's intention to make
restitution. To be clear, Zacchaeus doesn't necessarily initiate the
caller will be asked to provide his or her name and
process, but his own movement is itself a response to some
prompting of God's invitation and grace.
telephone number. Individuals are also encouraged
To understand the working of forgiveness, one must also understand the work of sin. St. Augustine describes sin as "an utterto take their reports directly to civil authorities. The
ance, a deed, or a desire contrary to the eternal law" (Contra
Diocese of Winona is committed to protecting chilFaustum manichaeum, PL 42, 428; see also CCC, no. 1849). Sin
offends God and harms relationships with others. Sin is a choice
dren, young people and other vulnerable people in
to do the wrong or avoid the good. We actively cooperate in the
our schools, parishes and ministries. The diocesan
act of sinning (because it is a conscious decision), and so we must
actively participate in the process of being forgiven from sin.
policy is available on the diocesan web site at
When one speaks of reconciliation, referring either to the theologiwww.dow.org under the Safe Environment Program. cal concept or to Catholic sacramental practice, one must begin
with the primacy of God's work and free gift flowing from his love
If you have any questions about the Diocese of
for his people. It is God who forgives, and it is Jesus who embodWinona's implementation of the Charter for the Pro- ies that forgiveness in his ministry and preaching, and in his Pastection of Children and Young People, please contact sion, Death, and Resurrection. From him flows the gift of forgiveness for those who believe. This "first"
act of reconciliation is referred to as justifi- Continued on page 8

2,488.00
212.23
2,700.23
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November Ministry
Money Counters

Altar Society: November 4-February 9, 2018

Thank you to Sarah Pack & Mike Vortherms for your help
and dedication to this ministry during the month of October
January:

2017 Money Counters
February:
March:

Mark Voss
Jason & Kel- Dave Thiner
sey Bartosh,
Jason Appel
May:
June:
Harlan &
Mary Ann
Boom,
Randy Kremer

Linda Clauson & Barb Jason & KelKruger
sey Bartosh,
Bill & Sharon Fuer-

September: October:
Harlan &
Mary Ann
Boom,
Randy Kremer

Margaret
Popp,
Jim & Edie
Troje
July:

November:

April:

November
Lisa Opdahl
Tammy Ahlers
Shannon Bakke
LaVerna Olsem

Genell HollaDecember
han,
Ardell Fischer
Margaret
Trudy & Midge
Popp
August
Pat Hart

Margaret
Goedtke

Doyle & BetJanuary
ty AbrahamSherri Boehnke
son
Mike & Sue Elaine Kirsche
December:

Sarah Pack Linda Clau& Mike Vor- son & Barb Mark Voss
therms
Kruger
Mike Vortherms

Edie Troje
Donna Lenards
February
Lisa Opdahl
Tammy Ahlers

Vigil Candle: Marge Vortherms
Saint of the Day St.

Margaret of Scotland continued from page 2

Date

Phone

Phone

Nov 4 -10
Nov 11-17
Nov 18-24
Nov 25-Dec 1

425-2612
425-2680
425-2156
425-2722

Dec 2-8
Dec 9- 15
Dec 16-22

425-2036
425 3202
425-2837
507-370-2302

Dec 23-29

425-2031

Dec 30- Jan 5
Jan 6-12
Jan 13-19
Jan 20-26

425-2736
425-2457
507-360-4236
425-2120

Jan 27- Feb 2 425-2612
Feb 3-9
425-2680

Sacristan Duties
5-Nov Joanne Bartosh
12-Nov Margaret Goedtke
19-Nov
Barry Holinka
26-Nov
Willie Sanow

affairs and was often consulted with state matters, as well. She promoted the arts and education in Scotland. She encouraged Church synods and
was involved in efforts to correct the religious abuses involving Bishops, priests and laypeople. Her impact in Scotland led her to being referred to
as, "The Pearl of Scotland." She constantly worked to aid the poor Scotland. She encouraged people to live a devout life, grow in prayer, and grow
in holiness. She helped to build churches, including the Abbey of Dunfermline, where a relic of the true Cross is kept. She was well-known for her
deep life of prayer and piety. She set aside specific times for prayer and to read Scripture. She didn't eat often and slept very little so she would
have more time for her devotions. She lived holiness of life as a wife, mother and lay woman; truly in love with Jesus Christ.
Malcolm supported Margaret in all her endeavors and admired her religious devotion so much he had her books decorated in jewels, gold and
silver. One of these decorated books, a gospel book with portraits of the four evangelists, is now kept in Oxford at the Bodleian Library after it
was miraculously recovered from a river. In 1093, Malcolm and their oldest son were killed during the Battle of Alnwick. Already ill and worn
from a life full of austerity and fasting, Margaret passed away four days after her husband, on November 16, 1093. Her body was buried before
the high alter at Dunfermline. In 1250, Pope Innocent IV canonized Margaret as a Saint, acknowlegeing her life of holiness and extraordinary
virtue. She was honored for her work for reform of the Church and her personal holiness. In 1259, Margaret's and Malcolm's bodies were transferred to a chapel in the eastern apse of Dunfermline Abbey. In 1560, Mary Queen of Scots came into possession of Margaret's head. It was kept
as a relic. She insisted that it, and Margaret's prayers from heaven, helped assist her in childbirth. Her head later ended up with the Jesuits at the
Scots' College, Douai, France, but was lost during the French Revolution.
St. Margaret is the patron saint of Scotland and her feast day is celebrated on November 16.
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FCCW PAGE
FCCW NEWS
Group 1 has the next funeral.
Group 2 plays Bingo at Maple Lawn March 8, 2018.
I took over 100 bags to the WDCCW convention on October 14, where they will go to the missions in Haiti. Many items were made in the Winona Diocese to go to Haiti including the bags for groceries, school and
other needs, sundresses, diapers, boys pants and funeral dresses. If ever you would like to make some of
these items, just let Renee know.

It has come to my attention that we do need more silverware, about 5 dozen
sets for large gatherings. Some of our silverware that was purchased last year
has disappeared. Please be careful when disposing of paper products that the
silverware does not get thrown with the paper products. THANKS!

ST. GABRIEL QUILTING
We have fourteen new quilts to give away! Thanks, ladies for your time. I am
sure the quilts will be appreciated. We will next quilt in 2018 unless we find a
space to tie quilts once more this fall. Keep looking in the bulletin for any updates.
If you have someone or a fundraiser that could use a quilt, please let us
know. We do almost always have some quilts in the closet. Many will go to
Murray County Christmas Baskets and some to Joseph's Coat and others to the Furniture Mission.

Do you have a gently used in good condition Easy Chair for the youth
program to use? We are need of two easy chairs for the faith formation rooms. We would appreciate this generous donation. Please
bring the gently used easy chairs to St. Gabriel school.
Thank you.
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ST. GABRIEL

Peg Olsem
stgabrielfaith@gmail.com
(507)329-1919
Office: 425-2369

FAITH
Heartfelt Congratulations

JAZMINE VEGA & ANGELA
HENSON

UPCOMING SACRAMENTAL PREP
NEW CONFIRMATION STUDENTS:
Our first group meeting will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 25, at IHM/Currie. This includes this year’s 10th
grade students. A parent should attend this meeting
with their child.
First reconciliation/2nd grade ~ Parent
meeting: On Saturday, Oct. 28 there will be a meeting
for those preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (all 2nd graders!) & their parents Meet at 9 a.m.
at St. Gabriel School/2nd grade classroom.

These two young women were Confirmed on Sunday, Oct. 22
at St. Gabriel’s (along with eight other young men and women from IHM in Currie).

May the Lord bless & guide

Middle School Youth Festival

them in the years to come!

12 students from St. Gabriel’s attended this event last
Sunday ~ Thanks to chaperones Kathy Gilman &
Brittney Kremer for spending the day with the kids.
(And also to Irish Hollahan for being a good sport and
reading at the Youth Mass)
It was good day – Speaker Brian Kusak from Rochester
was entertaining and gave a good message on “LIFE”!

HS RELEASE TIME NOTES
High School Release Classes begin
Oct. 26 ~ 1st & 2nd hours.
OUR HS TEACHERS INCLUDE:
7th Grade ~ Brittney Kremer
8th & 9th Grades ~ Mike Zins
10th Grade ~ Lisa Kremer
11th & 12th Grades ~ Renee Dorpinghaus

As classes get underway, parents, please encourage your son or daughter to attend classes. Opting to stay in the HS; when teachers
have agreed not to teach, has become a problem in recent years. Let your child know
that FAITH MATTERS by not letting
them ‘ditch’
The 5th & 6th Grade Faith Formation Classes will
be hosting the MASS OF REMEMBRANCE on Sunday,
Nov. 5. There will be a breakfast following ~ Parents and students are asked to help in serving!

Magnifikid Patrol~ Thanks to Molly & Mara Clarke
for helping to distribute our Magnifikid magazines at the
start of Mass each week. If you have a young family
member who would be willing to help out with this weekly task, give me a call.

Thanks to Stella Ann Heimendinger for her generous
memorial gift, which paid for all the students registration fees for this event
May her soul rest in peace!

NEW LIGHTHOUSE CD’S
Check out the latest titles in the South Entry
Can You Trust God
Dr. Tim Gray
Put Not your Trust in Princes Christopher

Check
Encounter Christ First
Curtis Martin
Why I Left Planned Parenthood Abby John-

son
Fr. Michael Schmitz
Religionless Spirituality
Dr. Tim Gray
Who Am I To Judge Edward Sri
Understanding Luther Ken Hensley
These CD’s include presentations by some of
the best Catholic speakers in the nation ~ Guaranteed to enrich and help you grow in your faith!
$3 donation requested.
Love*Sacrifice* Trust*

8

USSCB Answers these Questions: continued from page 4
cation. Human forgiveness (i.e., as we forgive one another) is
the response to what is already accomplished in Christ.
Justification is the broad activity of redemption and forgiveness in which the specific action of the Sacrament of Reconciliation functions. The Praenotanda of the Rite of Penance sets the context of sacramental forgiveness within a larger framework: in the first place there is Christ as reconciler,
and in the second place is the Church as a "locus of reconciliation" (Rite of Penance, nos. 3-5; see also Kenan Osborne, Reconciliation and Justification: The Sacrament and Its
Theology, 1990). If the working of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is understood incorrectly, it could lead to a false sense of
"controlling" the grace of forgiveness in one's life simply by
confessing and receiving absolution, or of earning the grace of
forgiveness by acts of satisfaction. The Rite of Penance emphasizes that justification is the action of God in
Christ Jesus. The sacrament is one locus where that justification is made manifest for the believer in a particular way.
Only within this proper context of the primacy of God's work in
Jesus Christ is it then possible to see the way in which
the Rite of Penance outlines the four steps—and our work—in
the "process of forgiveness": confession, contrition, satisfaction, and absolution. The celebration of the sacrament, under
normal circumstances, is the "Rite of Reconciliation of Individual Penitents," otherwise known as "private confession," in
which the individual sinner gathers with a priest who stands as
the face of Jesus Christ, who offers mercy and pardon. In this
form the "work" of the sinner (the first three acts) and the
"work" of God in Jesus Christ (through absolution by the
priest) is clear, as the various parts flow directly from one to
another (it should be noted that the same elements are present in the so-called "communal celebrations"—found in
Chapters Two and Three of the Rite of Penance—but this article is limited in scope to the individual celebration of the sacrament). In addition to the essential elements, the celebration of
the rite also includes a welcome and greeting, reading of the
Word of God, and the proclamation of praise of God.
Confession entails admitting and naming one's sin. It is in this
act that the penitent names his or her sins, acknowledging the
judgment of God over his or her actions. For some, especially
those who are celebrating the sacrament for the first time or
after a long time, this might seem awkward, for it is difficult to
admit one's faults. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church points out, however, that even on a strictly human level, confessing one's sins can be a freeing experience (CCC,
no. 1455) as a means of unburdening oneself of those burdens. Generally there is an expectation that confession of sin
be integral and thorough, and the priest can be of assistance
in guiding the penitent through such a process. He can also
offer counsel regarding the process of conversion from sin.
Contrition is one's expression of sorrow for sin. Simply approaching the Sacrament of Reconciliation can at some level
be an expression of contrition. Contrition "occupies first place"
in the work of the sacrament (see CCC, no. 1451), but the
expression of the "Act of Contrition" usually follows after the
confession of sin. The Council of Trent defined contrition as
"heartfelt sorrow and aversion for the sin committed along with
the intention of sinning no more" (Council of Trent, Session
XIV, De Sacramento Paenitentiae,Chapter 3: Denz., 16731675). The sinner expresses the desire for a right relationship
with God, which entails doing God's will. Contrition comes
about through understanding the nature of one's relationship
with God as an invitation and a call to discipleship, and an
awareness of the ways in which one has not lived up to that
call. The sinner who desires God's forgiveness seeks the

Lord, because he or she recognizes that overcoming sin and
resisting temptation come not from one's own abilities but with
God's help.
Satisfaction for sin is the way in which the sinner shows his
or her "firm purpose of amendment," which means that the
sinner demonstrates by action the intention to heal the harm
done by sin. When someone harms another, the process of
reconciliation in that relationship entails making restitution,
and that gesture in itself is a healing remedy. In the celebration of the sacrament, the penitent is offered a suggested act
of penance as a means of making satisfaction. Sometimes the
suggested penance is a concrete gesture to make amends for
a particular sin, but at other times the penance can be something broader, such as a particular act of charity. Even a penance involving prayer or devotion can be offered, because
such prayer helps the sinner to reorient his or her life to the
presence of Jesus Christ and his love for the sinner, which
flows from his Cross. An integrated Christian life is one in
which actions flow from prayer. The sinner's expression of
contrition and demonstration of firm purpose of amendment
together manifest such integration in his or her life.
Absolution from sin is offered by the priest acting in persona
Christi, "in the person of Christ." The real power of the sacrament is this incarnational moment, as the healing power of
Christ in his forgiveness is given a real face and a real voice in
the person of the priest. One can pray to God to ask forgiveness anytime, and all are encouraged to do so as a
means of seeking and finding forgiveness for minor everyday
faults (i.e., venial sins), but only in the sacramental celebration
is that gift of forgiveness offered in such concrete form. The
priest's prayer of absolution states, "Through the ministry of
the Church, may God give you pardon and peace, and I absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit." This makes clear the prayer for
God's gifts ("of pardon and peace"), but the declaration, "I absolve you," is far more powerful than an invocation or request
for forgiveness. The power to offer absolution has its roots in
Jesus' giving the authority to forgive to the Apostles (see Mt
16:19; Jn 20:23).
The process of seeking, receiving, and celebrating God's mercy and forgiveness is meant to be source of joy. It is difficult to
admit one's faults, and sometimes even more difficult to ask
forgiveness. Pope Francis, however, reminds us that it need
not be something to fear, because the Lord is always ready
and eager to bestow his healing love:
Whenever we take a step toward Jesus, we come to realize
that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms. Now is
the time to say to Jesus: "Lord, I have let myself be deceived;
in a thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet here I am
once more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save
me once again, Lord, take me once more into your redeeming
embrace." How good it feels to come back to him whenever
we are lost! Let me say this once more: God never tires of
forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.
(Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium [The Joy of the Gospel]
[Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2013], no. 3)
Pastors, catechists, and parents must never tire of extending
this invitation with love and genuine joy!
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The Prairie Music Concert Association programs are about to begin!

Yearly memberships are an incredi-

ble value for students and adults looking for professional musical entertainment close to home. See as many as 11
different concerts on one ticket! Call or text Jan VanOort for more information: 507-479-3048.

CELEBRATION FOR MSGR. HEITING~ IHM in Currie has invited St. Gabriel parishioners to join in celebrating the
30th anniversary of Msgr. Heiting's priesthood on Saturday, October 28, 2017 after the 5:30 PM Mass. (You may also
attend Mass at IHM before the celebration.) This is also the weekend our diocese has designated to appreciate and
honor our priests. More details of this celebration will follow as they become available. Please set this time aside to
thank Msgr. Heiting for all he does!

SAVE THE DATE - Bishop John Quinn and Bishop Bernard Harrington invite you to join them in Detroit for
the Beatification of Father Solanus Casey. The Diocese of Winona has organized a 3-night pilgrimage via deluxe motor coach bus to the Beatification Mass at Ford Field in Detroit, Michigan, November 17-20, 2017. Other
highlights include the Fr. Solanus Casey Center, Sacred Heart Seminary, a tour of Detroit, and the Shrine of
Christ’s Passion. A full itinerary will be available soon on the diocesan web site, www.dow.org. For immediate questions, contact Ann Ringlien at aringlien@dow.org or at 507-858-1241.

CHRISTMAS DISTRIBUTION FOR NEEDY CHILDREN
The Murray County Christmas Project is again planning a gift distribution for the Children of Murray County, age’s infant through age 11. We are requesting new gifts, new toys, and non-perishable food items. We are also in need of
new quilts.
We would like to gather these items by December 1st. The items can be bought to the Slayton Shoe Repair or you
can contact 507-530-1292, leave a message and someone will pick up the donated items.
If anyone in your congregation would like Christmas gifts for their children due to need, call 507-530-1292 by December 1st. Leave a message and your call will be returned. Arrangements will be made to provide gifts.
Monetary gifts should be sent to Christmas Project; Box 111; Slayton, MN 56172.

Mass of Remembrance
Sunday, Nov. 5 ~ 8:30 a.m. Mass
If you have lost a loved one this past year and would like to have them remembered in a special
way at our yearly “Mass of Remembrance” hosted by the 5th & 6th grade Release Classes, please
contact Nico at the parish office. During this service, the names of our loved ones who have died
this past year are read off and a special candle is presented to each family.
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St. Gabriel’s Classifieds
MEALS ON WHEELS
Many of you in the parish are not aware that we have a volunteer drivers program for delivering a hot meal to
shut ins and others that are in need of a hot meal. We, along with St. Paul's, Pfingsten, & the Presbyterian
churches, Take turns hauling once a month for one week, Monday thru Friday.
We are in need of volunteers to help fulfill our duties. We need 2 people to haul and it only takes about an
hour of your time. It is a week's commitment but if something comes up, we will take care of it. Some of our

volunteers help with farming and some go south for the winter. We work around that and, so far, that has
worked well.
Thank you to all our volunteers who are so willing & generous of their time. Some of our volunteers have
health issues or have needed to retire for various reasons. If you are interested and have the time, please
consider volunteering. For more info, please contact Betty Olsem at 425-2615

Communion for the Homebound~ Are you unable to get to Sunday Mass due to health-related
concerns? If so, please contact Nico at the parish office. We will arrange for you to receive communion in
your home at a time that is convenient for you.
Don’t forget to check out the GREAT Lighthouse CD’s in the south entrance of
Church. There are a variety of topics; all guaranteed to deepen your Catholic
Faith!

UPDATING YOUR PHONE NUMBER: If you have decided to eliminate your ‘land line’ and rely
on your cell phone, please don’t forget St. Gabriel's with your new numbers (if you don’t mind). St. Gabriel’s
church needs to keep up-to-date!! Texting is very popular this day and age and email is another method of
communicating to each other. You can call, text, or email our office.

WELCOME VISITORS!
We offer classes on "Faith Formation" during the school year for students in grades K-12. We encourage you to peruse
through the many resources in the South entrance of the Church. There are a variety of good books; CD's and pamphlets that will help you to better understand the TRUE teachings of the Catholic Church. We welcome you ... and we
welcome your questions!
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November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

All Saints

St. G @ 8:30 A

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

No Mass

St. G @ 8:30 A

I.H.M. @ 5:30 P

I.H.M. @ 5:30P
No Mass or Adoration @ St. A

5

6

St. G @ 8:30 A
ST.A @ 10:30A

Veteran's Day

7

8

9

10

11

Prayer Service @
MPLN @ 10A

No Mass

No Mass

No Mass

I.H.M. @ 5:30 P

—————————————-Msgr. Heiting on Retreat—————————————
Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica

Daylight Savings Ends
Set clocks back an hour

12

13

St. G @ 8:30 A
ST.A @ 10:30A

14

15

16

17

18

MPLN @ 10A

St. A @ 8:30 A

I.H.M. @ 8:30 A

St. G @ 8:30 A

I.H.M. @ 5:30 P
Campaign for Human
development

St. Margaret of
Scotland

19

20

St. G @ 8:30 A
ST.A @ 10:30A

22

23

MPLN @ 10A

St. A @ 8:30 A

St. G @ 8:30 A

2nd Collection

St. G Office Open on Mon– Wed due to the Holiday

26

27

St. G @ 8:30 A
ST.A @ 10:30A

Thanksgiving
Day

21

2nd Collection

24

25

No Mass

I.H.M. @ 5:30 P

St. G Office Closed due to the Holiday

28

29

30

MPLN @ 10A

St. A @ 8:30 A

I.H.M. @ 8:30 A

St. Andrew
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